Different maturation capabilities of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia lymphocytes in vitro.
Peripheral blood lymphocytes from five patients with B-derived chronic lymphocytic leukaemia were stimulated by Staphylococcus aureus strain Cowan together with T cell mitogen phytohaemagglutinin in 5-9 days suspension cultures. The responses of B lymphocytes were studied on a T cell depleted subpopulation, obtained from harvested lymphocyte cultures using the sheep red blood cell rosette technique. Proliferation tests were performed using a 3H-TdR blast cell index. The maturation process of B-lymphocytes was examined with cytoplasmic Ig studied by FITC-conjugated antisera. Results analysed indicate various degrees of maturation of B cells in different patients.